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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 2 is 
showing dependent of claim 2, yet is stated as original disclosure, the examiner deems 
this to be a typographical error to mean dependent of claim 1 as originally stated. Claim 
1 1 has a second "10" written in error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Koester et al (US 4,475,564) hereinafter K-564, in view of 
Carmichael (US 2002/0100659 A1), hereinafter Carmichael. 

4. Regarding combining Carmichael with K-564, they both present coin input 
assemblies for casino slot machines, Carmichael adds to this combination the 
forethought of installing part of the coin handling hardware to the inner section of the 
cabinet door frame. 

5. Regarding claim 1; K-564 discloses : A gaming machine including: 

A game medium insertion part through which a game medium is inserted in a 
cabinet, the game medium insertion part being provided in the cabinet, (fig. 1; 
coin entry 1 1 ). 

A game medium accumulating part for accumulating the game medium inserted 
from the game medium insertion part In the cabinet, (fig. 1; hopper 16). 
A straddling device for straddling the game medium inserted from the game 



Application/Control Number: 10/695,863 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 3 



mediunn insertion part to one of the game medium accumulating part and a game 
medium paying out part, (fig. 1;diverter 12). 

Wherein the straddling device includes; a straddling member rotatably supported 
in the cabinet, the straddling member having a first guiding part through which 
the game medium is guided to the game medium accumulating part and a 
second guiding part through which the game medium is guided to the game 
medium paying out part, (fig. 4; pivot point 39), to pivot is also rotating. 
A driving device for rotating the straddling member; wherein the straddling 
member straddles the game medium to the game medium accumulating part 
through the first guiding part or to the game medium paying out part through the 
second guiding part, according to rotational state of the straddling member 
rotated by the driving device, (fig. 4; solenoid 32). 

A retaining member installed adjacent to the game medium guide member in the 
frame; and support shafts formed on both side walls of the straddling member so 
as to outwardly project from the side walls, the support shafts being rotatably 
supported in the retaining member, (fig. 4; pivot 39), pivot point 39 is symmetrical 
along the diverter plate and attached to the side walls in order to support the 
mechanisms shown in figure 4. 

Wherein the support shafts are positioned at a substantially right under position 
of a fall position of the game medium falling toward the straddling member, (fig. 
1 ), figure 1 shows the diverter located directly under the coin entry shaft and 
directly above both return and hopper feed shafts so as to use gravity as the coin 
propulsion method. 

K-564 fails to disclose the cabinet having a door and part of the assembly 
residing or attached to the door. 

Carmichael discloses: The gaming machine further comprising: a door arranged 
in front of the cabinet so as to be able to open and close; a frame arranged at a 
rear side of the door, (fig. 2 and 3). 

A game medium guide member arranged in the frame, (fig. 1; coin slot 48). 
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6. Regarding claim 1 ; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to install K-564's diverter mechanism in Carmichael's door 
frame in order for an attendant to have easy access to the inside of the machine in 
order to maintenance the coin hopper, bill validator or power supply, for example. Using 
this type of door assembly in a gaming machine provides a predictable result 
maximizing space inside the cabinet. Moreover, a similar combination could be made 
with any of the ample examples of cabinets from before 1992 with the prior art IGT 
Fortune II uprights and the subsequent PE+ series machines. 

7. Regarding claim 2; K-564 discloses wherein the driving device rotates the 
straddling member between a first rotational position and a second rotational position, 
wherein the straddling member straddles the game medium to the game medium 
accumulating part through the first guiding part while retained in the first rotational 
position by the driving device; and wherein the straddling member straddles the game 
medium to the game medium paying out part through the second guiding part while 
retained in the second rotational position by the driving device, (fig. 4). 

8. Regarding claim 3; K-564 discloses wherein the gaming machine comprises: a 
first guide path for guiding the game medium inserted from the game medium insertion 
part to the straddling device; a second guide path for guiding the game medium to the 
game medium accumulating part from the straddling device; and a third guide path for 
guiding the game medium to the game medium paying out part from the straddling 
device, (fig. 1; 14, 15 and 19). 

9. Regarding claim 5; K-564 discloses wherein the first guiding part formed in the 
straddling member comprises a part of the second guide path when the straddling 
member is retained to the first rotational position, (fig. 4), the coin in chute is split into 
two chutes, both made from the same original coin in chute. 

1 0. Regarding claim 6; K-564 discloses wherein the second guiding part formed in 
the straddling member comprises a part of the third guide path when the straddling 
member is rotated to the second rotational position, (fig. 4), the coin in chute is split into 
two chutes, both made from the same original coin in chute. 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 7; K-564 discloses wherein the first guiding part of the 
Straddling member is constructed of a tubular guiding part formed in the straddling 
member, (fig. 1 and 4), as viewed in figures 1 and more specifically figure 4, all the coin 
shafts or chutes are made in a square tubular covered manner. 

12. Regarding claim 8; K-564 discloses wherein the tubular guiding part of the 
straddling member closes an opening of the third guide path when the straddling 
member is retained to the first rotational position, (fig. 4). 

1 3. Regarding claim 9; K-564 discloses wherein the tubular guiding part of the 
straddling member closes an opening of the second guide path when the straddling 
member is retained to the second rotational position, (fig. 4). 

14. Regarding claim 11; K-564 discloses further comprising: 

extension parts each of which is extended from the side wall of the straddling member; 
connecting hole formed in the extension part; a magnetic solenoid with a movable rod, 
the magnetic solenoid being installed in the retaining member; and a connecting shaft 
for connecting an end of the movable rod and the connecting hole; wherein the 
straddling member is rotated around the support shafts by moving the movable rod to 
magnetize the magnetic solenoid, (fig. 4). 

15. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over K- 
564 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Carmichael. 

16. Regarding claim 13; K-564 discloses a coin counting sensor in claim 4, yet fails 
to disclose its placement, whereas Carmichael discloses further comprising: a detecting 
device for detecting whether the game medium is true or not, the detecting device being 
installed in the retaining member; wherein the straddling member is retained to the first 
rotational position by the driving device when the detecting device detects that the game 
medium is true, and wherein the straddling member is retained to the second rotational 
position by the driving device when the detecting device detects that the game medium 
is not true, (fig. 3; 108),an optical coin counter 108 located or attached above the 
diverter assembly. 
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1 7. Regarding claim 13; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to incorporate a coin sensor retained on the coin in assembly 
as described by Carmichael. Doing so enables a casino establishment to sort coin 
inputs to facilitate accounting procedures and to prevent thieves from inserting a 
cheating device into the coin slot of a gaming machine. 

18. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over K- 
564 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Official Notice. 

1 9. Regarding claim 14; K-564 discloses wherein the straddling member is made of 
light hard synthetic resin material and is formed into one- piece construction, the 
examiner takes OFFICIAL NOTICE that the material of this product would be mainly 
design choice, from experience this diverter plate has been made of plastic by IGT on 
the first PE+ models and WMS makes it of metal for their 55X slots. 

20. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Koester et al (US 4,475,564) hereinafter K-564, in view of Koester et al (US 
4,650,057) hereinafter K-057. 

21 . Regarding claim 15; K-564 discloses a gaming machine including: 

A game medium insertion part through which a game medium is inserted in a 
cabinet, the game medium insertion part being provided in the cabinet, (fig. 1; 
coin entry 1 1 ). 

A game medium accumulating part for accumulating the game medium inserted 
from the game medium insertion part in the cabinet, (fig. 1; coin entry 16, and fig. 
3). 

A straddling device for straddling the game medium inserted from the game 
medium insertion part to one of the game medium accumulating part and a game 
medium paying out part, (fig. 4). 

A first guide path for guiding the game medium inserted from the game medium 
insertion part to the straddling device, (fig. 1; 13). 
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A second guide path for guiding the game medium to the game medium 
accumulating part from the straddling device, (fig. 1; 19). 
A third guide path for guiding the game medium to the game medium paying out 
part from the straddling device, (fig. 1 ; 15). 

A driving device for rotating the straddling member, (fig. 4; solenoid 32). 
Wherein the driving device rotates the straddling member between a first 
rotational position and a second rotational position, wherein the tubular guiding 
part of the straddling member opposes to an opening of the second guide path 
and closes an opening of the third guide path while the straddling member is 
retained to the first rotational position by the driving device, thereby the game 
medium is straddled to the game medium accumulating part through the first 
guide path, the tubular guiding part and the second guide path, and wherein the 
tubular guiding part of the straddling member closes the opening of the second 
guide path while the straddling member is retained to the second rotational 
position by the driving device, thereby the game medium is straddled to the game 
medium paying out part through the first guide path, an outer wall of the tubular 
guiding part and the third guide path, (fig. 1 and 4), also as viewed in figure 4, all 
the coin shafts or chutes are made in a square tubular covered manner. 
K-564 fails to disclose a tubular shaped diverter. 

K-057 discloses wherein the straddling device includes; a straddling member 
rotatably supported in the cabinet, the straddling member having a tubular 
guiding part for guiding the game medium to the game medium accumulating 
part, (fig. 1 ; 14), whereas K-057 discloses a diverter and coin encoder assembly 
that is square and completely enclosed, in other words tubular. 
22. Regarding claim 15; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention and thus to Koester to make the diverter tubular 
for the purpose of attaching the coin sensing device. Doing so would guide the coin 
being sensed from a wider path to a narrower path as was necessary to sort the coins 
input into the coin slot. 
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Response to Arguments 

23. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-9, 1 1 and 13-15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANK M. LEIVA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2460. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:30am - 5:pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



FML 02/22/2008 
/Scott E. Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



